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August 19, 2018 
 “Knowing Christ and Making Him Known” 

Welcome to our worship of the living and true God through His Son Christ Jesus in the power of the Holy Spirit. As we 
gather, keep in mind that the Father seeks such to worship Him in spirit and in truth (John 4:23–24), so worship is our 
most important response to God’s grace.  
In conjunction with out Fanning the Flame emphasis on outreach and missions, we continue a sermon series  in the 
Book of Acts,  from which comes our memory verse,  "Look! I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the 
right hand of God!" (Acts 7:56 NKJ) 
 
 
Greetings!		Please take a moment to greet those sitting around you and be sure to put your cellphone on silent mode. 
There are staffed nursery facilities for children under 4, plus a Children’s Church after the Kid’s Bible Chat. There is 
also overflow seating in the Fellowship Hall where the service is shown on large screens, and if you need to leave the 
service, please use the side aisles so as not to block the view of those watching the live stream videoing. 
 
Welcome	and	Announcements		 	 	 	 	 	 Chris	Cleveland	 		

WE	WORSHIP	THE	SON	OF	MAN	AT	GOD’S	RIGHT	HAND	
Prelude   Please use this time to “Be	still	and	know	that	I	am	God”	(Ps 46:10)  
Special Music from the Songbirds 
Prayer of Invocation       Led by Ruling Elder Dennis Drennen 
*Scripture Call to Worship  Psalm 8 (ESV) 
L: “O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! You have set Your glory above the heavens.	
All: Out of the mouth of babies and infants, You have established strength because of Your foes, to still the enemy and the 
avenger. 
L: When I look at Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, the moon and the stars, which You have set in place,  
All: … what is man that You are mindful of him, and the Son of Man that You care for him? 
L: Yet you have made Him a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned Him with glory and honor. 
All: “You have given Him dominion over the works of your hands; you have put all things under His feet: 
L: …All sheep and oxen, and also the beasts of the field, the birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea, whatever passes 
along the paths of the seas. 
All: “O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!"  
* Chorus of Worship   #  121 "How Majestic is Your Name" (C) 
* Confession of Faith  Ligonier statement on Christology 
“We	confess	the	mystery	and	wonder	of	God	made	flesh,	and	rejoice	in	our	great	salvation	through	Jesus	Christ	our	Lord.	
With	the	Father	and	the	Holy	Spirit,	the	Son	created	all	things,	sustains	all	things,	and	makes	all	things	new.	
Truly	God,	He	became	truly	man,	two	natures	in	one	person.	He	was	born	of	the	Virgin	Mary	and	lived	among	us.	
Crucified,	dead,	and	buried,	He	rose	on	the	third	day,	ascended	to	heaven,	and	will	come	again	in	glory	and	judgment.	
For	us,	He	kept	the	Law,	atoned	for	sin,	and	satisfied	God’s	wrath.	He	took	our	filthy	rags	and	gave	us	His	righteous	robe.	
He	is	our	Prophet,	Priest,	and	King,	building	His	church,	interceding	for	us,	and	reigning	over	all	things.	
Jesus	Christ	is	Lord:	We	praise	His	holy	Name	forever.	Amen.”	
   
* Hymn of Worship # 45 “Crown Him with Many Crowns” (D) 
 

WE	PRAY	THROUGH	THE	SON	OF	MAN	AT	GOD’S	RIGHT	HAND	
Pastoral Prayer of Intercession  
The Lord’s Prayer  (Matthew 6:9-13 KJV) 
"Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen."  
 

WE	LISTEN	TO	THE	SON	OF	MAN	AT	GOD’S	RIGHT	HAND	
* Today’s Memory verse, "Look! I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!" (Acts 
7:56 NKJ) 
* Memory verse for next Lord’s Day, "I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God." (Acts 8:37 NKJ) 
* Reading from Acts 6:7–15, Our Introduction to Stephen 
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WE	GIVE	BECAUSE	OF	THE	SON	OF	MAN	AT	GOD’S	RIGHT	HAND	
* Song of Praise  # 372 “Our God Reigns!”  (Bb) 
 
 
 
 
Receiving of God’s Tithe and our Offerings  
Offertory      
* Hymn of Presentation # 738 "The Wonder of it all" (both stanzas, Bb)	
	

WE	LEARN	ABOUT	THE	SON	OF	MAN	AT	GOD’S	RIGHT	HAND	
Children’s Bible Chat, led by David Pruitt, followed by Children’s Church     
Children ages 4–7 are invited to go to Children’s Church with Janice Pruitt and Lori Pruitt.  
Sermon based on  Acts 6:8-8:1, What should we learn about serving Christ through the witness of Stephen? 
 

WE	SERVE	THE	SON	OF	MAN	AT	GOD’S	RIGHT	HAND	
*Hymn of Serving # 415 “We are called to Be God’s People” (Eb)  
Benediction from Hebrews 12:2,3, 6 (ESV) 
"Look to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising 
the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility 
against himself, so that you may not grow weary or fainthearted.... ‘For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and chastises 
every son whom he receives.’" 
Song of Parting    # 426 
“Blest	be	the	tie	that	binds,	our	hearts	in	Christian	love;	the	fellowship	of	kindred	minds,	Is	like	to	that	above.”	
 
Note on the Sermon text: Acts 6:8-8:1 
Context; Having been introduced to Stephen as one of first seven deacons of the new church (Acts 6:5), we find he is falsely 
accused of blasphemy (6:9-15), and in defense, he gives one the longest messages recorded in the Bible (Acts 7). 
Theme: What should we learn about serving Christ through the witness of Stephen?  
 
[1] What do we learn about the qualifications of Stephen?  (6:5, 8) 

A. He is full of faith (6:5; Heb 10:22) 
B. He is full of the Holy Spirit (6:5; 7:55; Eph 5:18) 
C. He is full of grace (6:8, ESV; John 1:16) 
D. He is full of power that  shows in great wonders and signs (6:8; 2 Thess 1:11) 
E. Does fullness characterize your life? (Eph 3:19).  

 
 [2] What do we learn about the accusations against Stephen? (6:9–15) 

A. Who are the sources of these accusations? (9–10) 
 
B. The accusations include "blasphemous words against Moses and God" (11) and against "this holy place and the law" (13) 
 
C. Should you be surprised if others accuse you of following a destructive Jesus? (14) 

 
[3] What do we learn about the knowledge of Stephen? (7:1–53) 

A. It tells what he knows about God—whom he was accused of blaspheming (7:1–19), presenting Him as the God of glory 
(v.2), of revelation (v.2), of judgment  (v.7), of covenant (v.8), and of promise (v.17)  

 
B. It tells what he knows about Moses—whom he was accused of slandering (7:20–39): Moses was called of God yet 

constantly resisted by Israel. 
 
C. It tells what he knows about The Tabernacle/Temple, which he was accused of destroying (7:40–50), but which Israel 

turned into place of idolatry. 
 
D. It tells what he knows about the Law,  which Stephen  was accused of breaking  (7:51–53); instead, he accuses Israel of 

resisting the Spirit and murdering the prophets and the Just One, Jesus! 
 

Application: Do you know the OT as well as Stephen did?  
 
[4] What do we learn from the martyrdom of Stephen? (7:54–60) 
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A. What did he see that led to his martyrdom (vs.55–58)? Is this a vision we might expect? 
 
B. What did he pray at the moment of his martyrdom (vs. 59–60, quoting Luke 23:46 and Ps 31:5)? Is this what you ought to 

pray also? 
 
Closing application:  This tragic death of Stephen becomes our introduction to a young man named Saul (7:58), so pray that God 
may use your witness likewise in the lives of others! 
	
  
Welcome to Shearer Church!  
We are so glad you are with us today. If you have any changes in your contact information please note that on the tear-
off from the bulletin and put it in the offering plate.  
If you are searching for a church home, look no further than Shearer, as we would love to share our lives and 
ministries with you. If you have not received Christ Jesus as your Savior and Lord, please ask the pastor or one of our 
elders or deacons how you can come to have eternal life through faith in Christ Jesus. 
 
Sunday	Schedule	{fill	in	as	needed]	
8:45 Musicians’ Practice    
9:00 AM, Breakfast for all 
9:45 Christian Education Classes for all ages 
11:00 AM Morning Worship 
 
(Insert	times/place	of	Prayer	Cells	each	week,	plus	adding	any	other	activities}	
	
Monday:			
	
Tuesday		
 
Wednesday:		
 
Thursday:   
 
Friday:   
 
Saturday:  
 
Sunday Aug 26  
  
Fanning	the	Flame	Report		
 We have completed our first year of Church revitalization process with Fanning	the	Flame Ministry, which helps 
congregations refocus on the primary biblical strategies expected of all churches, and our emphasis this year has been 
prayer, especially in becoming “Armor Bearers” of prayer for our church leadership. We are adding our Sunday School 
teachers to that list, asking your remember to prayer for a teacher each day.  
 We have started the next round of Cell Group fellowships, and everyone is encouraged to sign up for a cell group 
fellowship. This Spring our emphasis will be on the Organic Growth of the Church, as we will discuss ways to share 
our faith and become a more hospitable congregation. Keep your eye on this announcement and the church webpage 
for a group meeting near you. Each one has a facilitator from the FTF team, and it will meet once a month (6 sessions) 
for discussion of the book, fellowship and prayer.  
	
Announcements:	 	
Directory	Pix:	Amber Moser will take pictures after worship service  each Sunday in the Fellowship Hall for the new 
directory, so plan to have your picture made!			
	
Nominations for the offices of ruling elder and deacon will be opening soon at Shearer Presbyterian Church.  
There will be several men stepping down from both boards.  While [our church By-laws do not mandate a 
specific number to serve on the boards, there are many tasks, and therefore, a need for men to serve.  Please 
be praying for guidance as we lead up to this important part of the life of the church.  As you pray, study 
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Titus 1 and 1 Timothy 3:2-7 for the biblical qualifications for the offices.  Also, remember that a man has to 
have been a member for a minimum of one year in order to be elected to the office.  Also, you must seek out 
anyone you wish to nominate and receive their permission.  If you have someone mind, you can speak to 
them anytime and give them a “heads up” so they might be praying as well.  Finally, if man believes he is 
being called to serve, talk with pastor or one of the elders.  1 Timothy 3:1 states: “It is a trustworthy 
statement: if any man aspires to the office of overseer, it   a fine work he desires to do.” 
	
 
[Jane, put on your standing calendar the following (they seem to get overlooked) 
Golden agers, 11am every first Monday 
Gospel Bluegrass every first Saturday evening  
Men’s Devotional 9:25 AM every 2nd Sunday  
Announce each 2nd Sunday: Please get any Matters to be docketed for the Elders or Deacons by this Friday 
Fellowship meal, 6:15 pm every 2nd Wednesday   
Fellowship Meal 6:15 every 4th Friday with Hymn Sing from 6:45-8:00 
3rd Thurs Greif share/ Gideons 
“Mancave” men’s bible fellowship 7 pm every 4th Thursday; 
WIC Council, first Monday: WIC emphasis every 4th Sunday  
Sunday & Weds before Communion: announce and do a prep study 
The schedule for the Elder in the Pulpit is the first Sunday is  Weldon 
the Second Sunday is AJ / Wayne 
 third Sunday Dennis 
DAVID Pruitt  is the fourth Sunday  
Dennis Fifth Sunday  
 
 
 
tear-off at the bottom of a page in the bulletin (wherever it best fits) 
Welcome to Shearer Church! Please provide us with your contact information (or any changes), so we can keep in 
touch with each other. If you would like to be included on the Church Phone Tree please check here: ______ 
Name:_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Phone: _____________________________________________________________ Email: ______________________________________________________ 
Any Prayer Needs? 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
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Musicians	Memo	for	Aug	19	[not	for	printing	in	bulletin]	
 
Prelude (Jean? Marlene?) 
 
 
Special Music: Songbirds 
 
 
Opening  Chorus # 121 "How Majestic is Your Name" (C) 
 
 Steve plays 4 measures intro  @ 126 BPM  
 Play as written in hymnal, but we will repeat  at “Prince of Peace” 
 
 
 
 Hymn of Worship # 45 Crown Him with Many Crowns” (D)  
 Jean plays 4 measure intro @ 118 (march tempo)  
 Play as written in hymnal, all 4 stanzas, but maintain tempo between each one 
 
 
Gospel Song 372 “Our God Reigns!”  (Bb) 
  Steve plays  3 ½ measure intro at 120 bpm 
 Maintain tempo 

Sing all 3 stanzas—we usually repeat the chorus 
 

Offertory: Jean 
 
 
Song of Presentation # 738 "The Wonder of it all" (both stanzas, Bb) 
 Jean or Marlene plays  8 measure intor @  122bpm 
 Play both stanzas—no repeats 
 
Closing Hymn # 415 “We are called to Be God’s People” (Eb) 
 Jean plays  4 measure intor @ 110 Bpm 
 We may only sing 2 stanzsa, depending on time  
 
Blest be the Tie 
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Magnify, a community Praise Choir and Orchestra, will present its free monthly concert this evening at 7 PM at its 
concert facility, second building on the left on 11220 Treynorth Road in Cornelius, just off NC 115 one block south of 
Bailey Road. The Shearer group usually sits on the front left side as you walk in.  Come for a great time of worship and 
praise to hear some old favorites as well as  several new arrangements.	If you are interested in singing with Magnify, 
practices are on Tuesday evening 7-8:30. 
	
	
 


